
F.C. Bsrvdcen Esq., F , R A  
R othams ted &p csr iwntal  8 #at ion, 
Harpenden, Herts. 

30th A p r i l ,  1958, 

Dear Mr. Bawden, 

As you probably know Rosalind Frankl in  died on the, 
16th A p r i l .  
worked as bast  she aould t o  the end, 

She bore her l h m s s  w i t h  g rea t  courage and 

Before Rosalind went I n t o  hospi ta l  for the  l a s t  time 
a t  the beginning of A p r i l  
did make an atteaapt t o  8811 good speaimesns from the  potato 
virus X you cent  her. 
lng  t o  Rosalind (and 861 desoribard t o  me by Holmes) the t rouble  
seems t o  have been similar t o  that  mentioned i n  her l e t t e r  t o  
you of 20th Marsh, 
tr ied t o  prepare 2 or 3 apecrimans froa about l2 cu of the v i rus  
so lu t ion ,  using W'20 borate buffer at; gH 7.5 a8 reuomended by 
you. The pel le t  was rather rigid, and could not be redispersed 
i n  the  supernatantr  A l i t t l e  was taken u p  I n t o  solut ion,  but 
the specimen formed showed ra the r  low birefringence and gave a 
very paor X-ray photographbr 

she and her stuUent,  K,C. Holmes, 

They had no success however, and auoord- 

The day a f t e r  the v i rus  arr ived Rosalind 

Holmes later tr ied with the remaining virus solut ion whiah 

set  t o  a gel. It  remained gel-like an 8 4  o addi t ion of borate 
had in the  mentime been s tored i n  the 

buffer - and Holmes t r i e d  v a r l s a s  bhffer conaentrationa - did not 
disperse, but broke up i n t o  small chunks. 
d i sso lve  gave a solut ion too di lute  t o  be of any user There does 
not seem anything else obvious t o  t r y ,  unless you czan suggest 
8ome proefbdtrre. Do you want the v i rus  back? If you th ink  it 
1% 8 t i l l  any good we could spin what I s  l e f t  (c.  30 mg) Uown 
and send it baek io your 

and was found t o  have 

The l i t t l e  that  did 

I would a l s o  be gra t e fu l  i f  you could he lp  with two points 
a r i s i n g  out  of the p a p e r  on the various TMV s t r a i n s  whicth you 
were kind enough t o  tzomrnent on reaently.  One of the referees  
f o r  HVirologyn an8 the Bdltor want something stated about the 
naethods of pur l f iea t ion  anii the  past h i s t o r i e s  of the particular 
virus preparations used In thhse i n ~ e s t l g a t i o n s ~ ~  Is there any 



other  refereme Other than gaur paper i n  "Nature", or 
f a i l i n g  that, I would appreaiate 8 sentencre or two 00 this 
point  'chat oould appear a f t e r  the mention of your nam 0x1 
page 5 of the enolosai artrnuslorrlpt. Saooadly, i s  It correat 
t o  say that  the RHA aontetnt of both the beon and tobacco 
forms twthe same a8 Zn the type s t r a i n ?  This information 

required i n  ezronneotlon with the statement i n  the paper 
In the third last  l i n e  on page 6, 

Yours stneerely 

A *  IcLug. 


